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to work as a family physician in nearby Mis-
sion, a town facing a doctor shortage. After
a year, the South African family applied for
permanent residency and sent their applica-
tion to Canada’s Consulaze General office in

Buffalo, N.Y., the main processing centre for
in-Canada PR applications. “They told us it
would be a 66-week wait,” says Colleen. “We

didn’t hear from them unti! 2004, when we

were told to go for medical exams.”

Then they waited. Another 12 months went
by with zero correspondence from Citizen-
ship and Immigration Canada. By now, the
medicals had expired. “We’d spent about
$10,000 on work permit renewals, medicals,
lawyer fees, never knowing if this would come
to an end,” says Colleen. Each year, their
three kids, all provincial-level tennis players,
had to drop outof tournarnents because they
didn’t have permanentresidency. “If Canada
isn’t going to process us,” she says, “at ledst
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surgeon in North Batteford, Sask. “Naille
served one year as a doctor in an army hos-
pital, never firing a gun—information given
to CIC five years ago,” explains Colleen.
The Edwards were approved for PR status

almost as if by fluke a few months ago, after
abriefletter they wrote about their situation
was published in a newspaper. But their plight
is far from unusual. Of the 800,000 appli-
cants waiting in Canada’s PR-application
backlog, an estimated 500,000 are skilled
workers: those who've had work experience
within the past 10 years in an occupation—
such as construction or nursing—that’s been
deemed an area of need by the Canadian
government. Many of them already work in
Canada. They pay taxes, can’t vote, and
depending on their visas, may not be entitled
to provincial health coverage. “Federal skilled
worker applications are taking four years [to
process],” says Toronto-based immigration
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power, even though the Conservatives cam-
paigned ona promise to fix the wait. Canada

has the fastest-growing population among
G8 countries, adding 1.6 million people since

2001. With domestic births fuelling a third

of this number, Statistics Canada estimates

future population growth will depend solely
on immigration by 2030. But when obviously
qualified candidates are being held up, the

country is poised to lose its lustre as a des-
tination of choice.

“People are giving up on Canada,” says Raj
Sharma, a former CIC officer who now prac-
tices immigration law in Calgary. “I've gota
client from the U.K. who came here to study
medicine. He passed his exams and is now
working in the U.S. on a permit while he waits
for his PR application to be processed. He’s
obviously qualified to live and work in Can-
ada.” Meanwhile, he notes, our doctor short-
age persists.
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