
“Four years ago I testified before your committee and talked about the 

Tuskegee Airmen.  These were WWII Black American fighter pilots that are 

real heroes.  With honour, they defended freedom,  risking their own lives – 

many died – fighting their country’s enemy.  On their return to the United 

States they were shunned.  Their battle this time was opposing an enemy of 

humanity– it’s called discrimination.  Many Lost Canadian’s have had 

similar experiences.” 

 

I will start and end today with the same statement.  Bill C-37 should be 

passed immediately and without any further amendments.  It’s like a game 

of pick-up sticks– if you go too far the entire pile crumbles.
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  Bill C-37 will 

probably not survive the House with any further tweaking.  However, as is, 

Bill C-37 passed with unanimous support in the other place.  Just in the last 

twelve months there have been close to a dozen hearings regarding the Lost 

Canadians, so the issue has been studied in great depth.  Even after the 

testimony from the Canadian Council for Refugees, the House gave Bill C-

37 its unanimous support both in committee and on the floor.  This speaks 

volumes about their resolve for C-37. 

 

It’s time to bring Canada’s Lost Canadians back home. 

 

My name is Don Chapman.  I’m the founder and leader of the Lost 

Canadians.  If you’ve seen the movie “Erin Brockovich,” that best describes 

my struggle.  For years people who have been stripped of their Canadian 

citizenship have been contacting me.  They live all around the world, but the 

greatest numbers live right here in Canada.  My odyssey began 47 years ago, 

when, as a 6-year old child, my Canadian birthright of citizenship was taken 

from me.  I’ve never vowed citizenship to another country, nor have I 

renounced my Canadian birthright.  Here I am trying to explain in just a few 

pages my half-century journey to simply return home.  Frankly it’s 

impossible.  I really should be in front of you for at least a week, maybe two, 

detailing everything that has gone wrong with Canadian Citizenship.  I’ve 

seen corruption at Canadian consulates overseas.  I’ve seen corruption inside 

of CIC right here at home.  Think about it, how many people as individuals 

have ever changed legislation at the federal level?  I’ve done that here in 

Canada, C-37 is not my first time.  You as Senators need to clearly grasp 

what an extraordinarily difficult task it is for an individual to navigate their 
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 See enclosed letter from Mark Yang.  He was legal counsel in Benner vs. Canada.  To date, he is the only 

lawyer who has ever taken out a part of the Citizenship Act.  
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way through Parliament.  But I cannot do this without all of you. We need 

you to change the decades-long effects of a country turning against its own 

people, especially when that country – Canada – puts such a high value on 

fairness, compassion, and human rights.  By profession I’m an airline pilot.  

We study plane crashes so we don’t make the same mistakes.  You as 

Senators need to do the same with the Lost Canadians. 

 

Let me give you some background: 

 

Four years ago I sat before this very committee and stated that our issue was 

Canada’s modern-day version of the Famous Five.  In a sense, we’re the 

children of the Famous Five.  Not only did Senator LeBreton apologize for 

the record, but afterwards two of you came up to me and agreed with the 

analogy.  To know where we’re going, you must understand some history.  

Canada became a country in 1867 under the British North American Act.  A 

year later the country adopted its first unique form of Canadian identity 

called the Canadian National’s Act.  Taken directly out of British law, word 

for word the language states, “married women, minors, lunatics, and idiots 

will be classified under the same disability for their national status.”  In 

essence, women and children were chattel of their husbands or fathers.  This 

horrid piece of legislation remained on the books for 79 years, when in 1947 

Canada adopted its first official citizenship act.  Minors, lunatics, and idiots 

remained under a disability, with married women finally accepted as being 

citizens– albeit with far less rights than men. The ramifications were huge, 

in that even today in the year 2008 (the 60
th
 anniversary of the United 

Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights), Canadian citizenship law 

does not always grant citizenship to a married Canadian woman’s child, but 

it always grants citizenship to the children of a married Canadian man!  In 

1977 Canada redid their citizenship act, but the blatant discrimination 

continued as the Lost Canadian children were still left behind.  In essence 

Canada was repeating their mistake of 1793 in the same manner in which 

they abolished slavery.  Anyone born after the new law took effect could not 

be enslaved, but those already indentured remained as slaves till they died.  

Similarly under the 1977 Citizenship Act, a person born after the new law 

came into force would always be a citizen, but for those Lost Canadians 

already discarded, we were left in citizenship purgatory till our deaths.  That 

is, until the Senate took charge.  You became our saviour in supporting Bills 

S-17 and later S-2.  It took you a matter of weeks to do something that the 

other side was completely unable to accomplish over a span of years.  The 

Senate of Canada, without any political strife, after 137 years of bad 
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legislation, rescued one small group of Lost Canadians.  Sadly, however, 

other groups were left behind.  Today, 140 years after the first offending 

laws were originally adopted, our fate once again rests with the Senate of 

Canada.  You could either rescue or abandon an estimated quarter of a 

million Lost Canadians with C-37.   Think about it, 1 person out of every 

140 people in this country, most of them living in Canada, have the potential 

to be a Lost Canadian.  If you pass C-37 as is, tomorrow the children of the 

Famous Five will finally be accepted as equals. 

 

Statelessness: 

 

Bill C-37 fully satisfies Canada’s international obligations under the 

Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness.  That convention requires all 

signatory countries ensure that children born on their soil are not permitted 

to be stateless.  Canada can be proud that it has always had a very generous 

“birth on soil” provision, and so this aspect of the convention will continue 

to be satisfied.  The convention also goes on to outline a mechanism that 

signatory countries should put in place where children are born outside their 

soil to parents who are citizens.  C-37 again fully satisfies this second 

provision by providing for a way to permit children who are born under this 

scenario to be granted citizenship if they have always been stateless.  Canada 

goes much further, as children will also benefit from privileged access to 

Canada via its generous family class immigration laws, as long as the family 

decides to move back to Canada within the child’s first 22 years.  As well, 

there are other ways such as the special grant of citizenship that may apply.  

When taken together it is clear that the totality of Canada’s provisions are 

very generous, and that the issue of statelessness has been considered and 

addressed in Bill C-37. 

 

That said, there remains only one group in all of Canada now questioning C-

37, that being the Canadian Council for Refugees.  Their issue has to do with 

people potentially being rendered stateless.  Again, Canada is a signatory to 

the UN Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness.  C-37 completely 

conforms with Canada’s obligation to this convention.  In fact, there are 

many Lost Canadians who are presently stateless, so the passage of C-37 as 

is helps prevent statelessness for the Lost Canadians.  Last fall the United 

Nations magazine Refugees highlighted Canada as an offending country with 

regard to making people stateless.  They were, of course, referring to the 

Lost Canadians.  Even The Economist magazine mocked Canada last year 

with a cartoon showing the country kicking out an old lady.  That lady was 
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Lost Canadian Barbara Porteous, who apparently had been stateless for over 

40 years!  Then there is Magali Castro-Gyr, a tenth-generation woman from 

Quebec.  It wasn’t till Magali was applying for her passport to be renewed a 

third time did the government then claim that she was not a citizen.  Magali 

went to court and finally was offered citizenship, but only if she first signed 

a gag order, promising never to tell anyone what the government had done to 

her!  Despite being stateless Magali refused to sign, thus she was forced to 

leave her own country.  She became a Canadian in exile!  Now take Charles 

Bosdet, III.  Mr. Bosdet was born in Winnipeg to a Canadian father and 

mother (although under the 1947 Citizenship Act, mothers like Mrs. Bosdet 

didn’t count.)  As a child, Canada made young Charles stateless and the 

consequences were devastating.  (I know Charles story only too well– the 

same thing happened to my brother and sister.)  Charles’ WWI grandfather 

was posthumously deemed by CIC to have not been Canadian, going so far 

as to cancel the Sr. Canadian-born grandson’s citizenship as well.  This was 

the same WWI Canadian veteran who took original pictures of the poppies 

in Flander’s Fields (picture attached).  Charles Bosdet Sr. fought at Amiens, 

Arras, and Vimy Ridge– he even spent six months recovering in a hospital 

from wounds sustained in battle.  Then, in return for his meritorious service 

to his country, Canada posthumously canceled not only this man’s 

citizenship, but also his grandson’s.  Why?  Because they thought Charles, 

Sr. was a born-out-of wedlock Mennonite.  In reality, Charles Sr. was an 

Anglican born in wedlock in Canada.  The Lost Canadian saga has been an 

amazing citizenship journey for me.  Regrettably, I’ve discovered lots ways 

Canada stripped people of their citizenship.  It’s hard to imagine, but one of 

those ways has to do with belonging to a particular religion– the 

Mennonites.  Did you know that CIC has a genealogical file on the 

Mennonites?  Shocking, isn’t it?  Germany had one for people who were 

Jewish. 

 

Let me return for a moment to the Canadian Council for Refugees.  

Here is their mission statement:  

 

The Canadian Council for Refugees is a non-profit umbrella organization 

committed to the rights and protection of refugees in Canada and around the 

world and to the settlement of refugees and immigrants in Canada. The 

membership is made up of organizations involved in the settlement, 

sponsorship and protection of refugees and immigrants. 
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Notice, not one word has to do with "citizenship."  As a non-profit 

organization, why they are lobbying in an area that is not a part of their 

stated mission?  And remember, first and foremost to any country, the rights 

of citizens must always take precedence.  I also wonder why the Canadian 

Council for Refugees has remained so incredibly silent for their entire 30-

years of existence about stateless Lost Canadians like Barbara and Magali 

and Charles?   

 

In reality it would be incredibly rare for someone to be both a Lost Canadian 

and a refugee; this bill is about citizenship only.  I question the council’s 

silence in the case of a real refugee who just happens to be a Lost Canadian– 

Bill Doobenen.  Bill was born and raised on a farm in Saskatchewan.  He 

attended High School in Kamsack, Saskatchewan and then the University of 

Saskatchewan, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Science in Engineering 

Physics with Distinction in 1959.  While at university, Bill joined the Royal 

Canadian Air Force as part of the Regular Officer Training Programme.  

Upon graduation, Bill became an Air Force Officer with the Queen’s 

Commission.  He served in that capacity until 1963 when he was released 

from service upon his request according to his terms of service.  He 

remained in the Reserve subject to recall in the event of serious national 

emergency for the rest of his life.   

 

In 1966, Bill immigrated to the United States to work in California for 

various companies engaged in the cold war struggle with the Soviet Union.  

He was instrumental in many critical anti-submarine programs that 

eventually helped bring about the capitulation of the Soviet Union.  To 

enhance his ability to contribute valuable work, Bill attended the University 

of California at Santa Barbara in his spare time and received the degree of 

Master Science in Electrical Engineering in 1970.  The United States 

required Bill to become a US citizen in order to receive the security 

clearances necessary to carry on his defense work.  He complied, becoming 

a US citizen in 1971.  By doing so, Bill unknowingly gave up his Canadian 

citizenship.   

 

What’s amazing, is that today Bill is a Canadian refugee in his own country 

with an immediate deportation order!  Don’t forget, Bill is on military 

Reserve for the rest of his life in the Canadian Air Force!  One must ask, 

where has the Canadian Council for Refugees been in all of this?  They 

certainly haven’t been there for this Lost Canadian refugee. 
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In essence, you, the Senate of Canada, have become Bill’s only hope with 

Bill C-37.  You are also the last hope for many others, like Guy Valliere and 

Kathleen Fremont.  These are actual Canadian WWII veterans who were 

willing to give their lives to protect their homeland.  Then, after the war, the 

very country they defended took away the welcome mat, effectively 

slamming the citizenship door in their faces.  Guy is guilty of being born in 

Canada to an American father and Canadian mother.  Again, women didn’t 

count.  (Remember my saying something about the Lost Canadians being the 

Famous Five children, and that the old discriminatory laws against women 

still remain in effect?)  Guy is not alone, take Kathleen Fremont.  Like Bill 

Doobenen, she’s also retired from the Canadian Air Force.  Not only did she 

fight for her country in WWII, but she was asked to represent Canada as a 

swimmer in the 1936 Olympics!  These war vets are getting up there in age, 

so if you don’t pass C-37 as is, many will die being disenfranchised from 

their own country.  Time not being on their side, C-37 is their last chance.   

 

There are other categories of Lost Canadians.   

 

Perhaps the saddest stories of loss of citizenship apply to Lost Canadians 

who were abducted from Canada as children.  Instead of welcoming back 

their native born, Canada instead told these abducted children they were no 

longer welcome and could only come back if they qualified to immigrate 

and returned through that process.  In some of the cases, families in Canada 

died waiting for their abducted children to be allowed back home.  Some of 

the waits were in excess of sixteen years! 

 

If Bill C-37 becomes law, it actually helps to eliminate statelessness, as 

many Lost Canadians currently in citizenship limboland will once again 

have their birthright and identity restored.  That’s something that you on this 

committee can do today– restore our citizenship with the passage of C-37.   

 

Let’s consider acceptance versus denial.  Something quite appalling 

happened four years ago right before your own committee.  It created 

statelessness and probably a hundred thousand more Lost Canadians.  It had 

to do with my testimony in April, 2004, where I stated, “Had I been born to 

the same parents outside of Canada – in any country of the world other than 

Canada – I would not only have been and still be a Canadian citizen, but so 

too would my children.”  Think about that, I lost my citizenship, for me and 

my children, because I was born in Canada to two Canadian parents!  When 

I first told you, every one of you sat dumbfounded.  This anomaly existed in 
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Canadian law because of a court case, Benner vs. Canada, where the 

Supreme Court ruled unanimously, saying the 1947 Citizenship Act was 

discriminatory.    The result was that all foreign-born children of a Canadian 

parent had the right to Canadian citizenship.   And then, with a single CIC 

decision, they lost it.
2
 

 

One week later in testimony before your committee Patricia Birkett, CIC’s 

then acting Director General, appeared before you and rather than correct the 

patently unfair loss of citizenship to children born in Canada, she instead 

rescinded that provision of the law that had given foreign-born children from 

the 1947 to 1977 era a right to citizenship. 

 

Here are her exact words, “Witnesses mentioned a special provision of the 

current Act which gives access to citizenship to children born in wedlock 

outside Canada to Canadian mothers under the former Act. (Under the 

former Act, children born in wedlock could only derive citizenship through 

their father.) This provision has been subject to Supreme Court rulings as it 

affects a provision that was seen to be discriminatory by virtue of the 

situation of a person’s birth. This provision was included in the Act as a 

transitional clause and will expire on August 14, 2004.”   

 

That was it, a three-sentence statement before your committee.  But for the 

Lost Canadians this was the reality:  Ms. Birkett effectively cancelled a 

unanimous Supreme-Court decision.  The results were devastating because it 

brought back into force all the antiquated loss provisions of the 1947 Act, 

including the discrimination the Supreme Court was attempting to get rid of.  

An estimated 250,000 Canadians were affected.  On April 10
th

, please 

welcome these people back to their homeland. 

 

Some more failures:   

 

How could a law that is so obviously discriminatory remain on the books for 

140 years, particularly in a country that supposedly respects human rights?  

Why did the media turn such a blind eye?  Global News told me their 

viewing audience wasn’t sophisticated enough to understand our story, 

therefore they essentially ignored it.  CTV’s Senior Producer Malcolm Fox 

told me, and here are his words, “the children of Canada are below our 

                                                           
2
 For instance, Charles Bosdet’s younger brother, born in California to two Canadian parents, could 

automatically be a Canadian, but Charles, born earlier in Winnipeg to the same parents, was not and could 

not apply to become Canadian again without first becoming an immigrant. 
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standards.”  Adding insult to injury, Canada’s flagship network, CBC, 

ignored Canada’s Lost children for years.  If not for the extra-ordinary 

efforts of three wonderful investigative reporters, Gary Symons, Susan 

Reber, and Karen Pauls of CBC radio, our story would have been buried.  As 

a public sector agency, here is the first core value for Telefilm Canada:  

“Celebrate the telling of unique Canadian stories.”  Well, they certainly 

didn’t want to tell our incredibly unique Canadian story.  Nor did CBC, 

CTV, or Global when we gave them a completed documentary of the Lost 

Canadians.  Each one of you will receive a copy of that documentary, so 

please view it.  (I would like the DVD to be returned.)  Maclean’s Magazine 

did an article, then chose silence.  Silence was also the norm at the Globe 

and Mail.  For the most part, ditto the National Post and the Toronto Star.   

 

This lack of response from the Canadian media meant that the man on the 

street, much less most legislators, had never heard about the Lost Canadians.  

The first time that I testified before the House Citizenship and Immigration 

committee, the MP’s were both shocked and dismayed at what they heard.  

In the words of MP Judy Wasylycia-Leis, “I think the real question for all us 

is how in the process of us looking at updating a law that's been in place for 

over 25 years- we didn't receive some information from departmental 

officials about this long-outstanding matter that seems to be based on 

antiquated views of the world.”  She was right.  Think about it– it’s the MP’s 

job to know the laws, or at least be familiar with them.  Regarding the Lost 

Canadians, the MP’s on the Citizenship Committee had never heard of us.  I 

found this frightening, as it indicates a complete breakdown of the system.   

 

Let me relate what life is like as a Lost Canadian. 

 

Sadly this is not an isolated incident.  About six weeks ago near my home in 

Phoenix, Arizona, a retired Canadian couple moved in.  I welcomed them to 

their new home.  We exchanged pleasantries.  They asked where I was from.  

I said Vancouver.  They said, “Oh, so you’re Canadian.”  I replied, “No, I 

used to be, but I’m what is called a Lost Canadian and Canada stripped 

people like me of our citizenship.  The husband looked at me like I was a 

kook and stated the he had never heard of the Lost Canadians.  He and his 

wife in unison turned their backs to me and suggested that I should leave.  

After several weeks I felt that I had to return and explain.  I carried with me 

the written Hansard testimony of Senator Keon and Senator Milne from 

March 4
th
 of this year.  I had a copy of the Canadian War Bride web page as 

well as a copy of the Lost Canadian web page.  I knocked on this man’s 
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front door and politely explained that since he didn’t know a thing about the 

Lost Canadians, he might like to read the information.  He looked straight at 

me, handed the papers back, told me that he couldn’t care less about the Lost 

Canadians, then shut the door in my face.  Maybe I relate so well to the 

Tuskegee Airmen because I’ve been considered at best a nut-case by 

Canadians, and at worst a heinous, very bad person, all because of an old, 

antiquated law allowing discrimination.  Logically, why would someone be 

stripped of their citizenship?  It’s obvious– they must be really bad.  

Welcome to my world, the world of being an innocent 6-year old who was 

guilty only of wanting to be a proud Canadian.  I’m now 53 and still 

waiting.
3
  If you’ve seen the movie Amazing Grace, that’s my story.  If you 

haven’t seen it, then please do so before the Minister and the bureaucrats 

testify next week.   

 

Once again, Bill C-37 should be passed immediately and without any further 

amendments.  As Dr. Martin Luther King stated, “A right delayed is a right 

denied.”   

 

If C-37 dies, a lot of elderly Lost Canadians won’t live to see the successor 

Bill.  Time is not on their side.  Their last and only hope is Bill C-37.  It will 

be yet another amendment to an ugly, almost unworkable citizenship act, 

which itself is in dire need of an update.  Remember, Bill C-37 will take a 

year to implement, so pass the Bill as is, then immediately get working on a 

new citizenship act.  That will be the appropriate time to address not just the 

Canadian Council for Refugee’s concerns, but any other discrepancies that 

remain.   

 

After almost 50 years of struggle I’m probably now one of the leading 

experts on Canadian citizenship, so I can say without reservation that it’s 

imperative for you to move forward on a new citizenship act. In fact, it is 

Parliament’s singular duty to do so.  Please bring Canadian citizenship into 

the 21
st
 century, especially when it comes to making it Charter compliant.  

As it currently stands, citizenship in Canada is nothing more than a 

legislated right, not much different than a speed limit.  In most countries 

citizenship is a constitutional right.   
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 All the Lost Canadians have felt the burden and embarrassment of being thought by other Canadians to be 

somehow personally deficient.  After all, Canada seems to let everyone in, so if they don’t want you, and to 

strip you of your citizenship, you must have done something horrible in your past. 
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C-37 received unanimous support in the House, and we respectfully request 

you, the Senate of Canada, do the same.  Pass it as is, without amendments.  

You in this room will have gone from being admirers of the Famous Five to 

active participants, as you have the power to help their children.  Right here, 

right now, with you, the Senators of Canada, this is where the final 

discriminatory chapter of the Famous Five can come to an end.   

 

On April 10
th
, please welcome all the rightful Canadian citizens who were 

unfairly stripped of their citizenship.  Put an end to this lunacy.  On April 11, 

let’s get C-37 signed into Royal Assent.  Immediately thereafter, let’s begin 

work on phase two of righting these huge wrongs– Canada’s next citizenship 

act.   

 

Thank you.                   

 

Don Chapman, 

Leader, the Lost Canadians 


